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experience of the court may suggest. It may also impose a fine or
deal with the offender in other ways.
The practice of the courts in the Survey Area appears to vary con-
siderably and is discussed below (pp. 276 ff.).
Children and young persons in need of care and protection are
those against whom offences have been committed or who are falling
into bad associations, exposed to moral danger, or beyond control.
They may be brought to the court by the police, the education com-
mittee, inspectors of the N.S.P.CC, or their own parents. When
it is decided to remove such cases from their homes the court will
commit the child or young person to the care of some fit person.
In most cases the education committee will act in this capacity and
will either board them out in a suitable private home or send them
to an approved school, a voluntary home, or, at Oxford, to the pub-
lic assistance school, in Garsington Road, known as 'The Poplars'.
When they are left in their homes they may be put under the proba-
tion officer or the parents may be bound over to exercise proper care
and guardianship. In dealing with individual cases both the educa-
tion authority and the probation officers are used and the court is
guided in making its final decision by their reports. Between October
ist, 1935, and September 3oth, 1936, the Oxford City court dealt
with 28 cases of offences and 14 care and protection cases, while of
the juvenile courts in the rest of the Survey Area those in the four
Oxfordshire petty sessional divisions dealt with 39 cases of offences
and no care and protection cases. Abingdon Borough dealt with 9
cases of offences and Abingdon Petty Sessional Division with 5 cases
of offences. There were no care and protection cases brought to the
Abingdon courts during this period.
When on remand, boys are sent by the Oxford court to the
remand home at Cowley (which is, in fact, only the private house of
an ex-sergeant of police) and girls to the Mission House, Clark's
Row, Oxford, unless they are 'rescue cases', when they are taken to
the House of Refuge in Oxford. Remand cases from the two courts
at Abingdon go to the County Remand Home at Reading. The
method of remand is a very important part of the technique for deal-
ing with difficult juvenile cases. Not only does the offender have the
opportunity for quiet reflection, but, which is more important, it
gives the authorities time to have him or her mentally1 and physically
examined by doctors whose reports will be invaluable in suggesting
a future course of action. Accommodation for this purpose both in
1 Oxford is one of the leading cities in the country in applying psychological treat-
ment.